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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is responsive to the Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 
filed under 37 CFR §1 .53(d) for the instant application on June 29, 2007. The Applicants 
have properly set forth the RCE 5 which has been entered into the application, and an 
examination on the merits follows herewith. 

Response to Arguments 

The Examiner acknowledges the Applicants' amendments to independent claims 
19, 29, and 35, and the Applicants' addition of new claim 43. The Applicants argue that 
the pending independent claims are allowable over Schanel (U.S. Patent No. 5,704,028 to 
Schanel et al.), presented in the previous Office Action. These arguments have been 
considered, but are moot in view of the following new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 19-43 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 

Patent No. 5,704,028 to Schanel et al. (hereafter referred to as "Schanel"), and also over 

Microsoft Project 98 (hereafter "Microsoft Project"), as described by Tim Pyron in the 
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book entitled "Using Microsoft Project 98." In general, Schanel presents a method for 
creating graphics charts having data fields displayed therein (for example, see column 3, 
line 55 - column 4, line 19). 

Regarding claim 19, Schanel teaches providing project data for a project, the 
project data identifying tasks of the project, each task being defined by a plurality of data 
fields (for example, see column 4, lines 4-19; column 13, line 16 - column 14, line 56; 
and figure 2). Schanel demonstrates that such project data may be displayed in a chart, 
with each task displayed as a graphical element, and with the plurality of data fields 
associated with the task being displayed within the graphical element (for example, see 
figure 2). Schanel further discloses that the user may select one of these graphical 
elements (for example, see column 7, lines 7-16), and select from amongst various 
displayed options for reformatting the selected graphical element: the user may modify 
the shape and/or border of the graphical element (for example, see column 7, lines 7-16), 
the user may add or remove each of the data fields from within the graphical element (see 
column 14, lines 1-10), and that the user may move the location of data fields within the 
element (for example, see column 14, line 56 - column 15, line 22). The resulting 
graphical element is displayed according to the selected options, whereby the user can 
customize the data fields of each graphical element on a task-by-task basis (for example, 
see column 1 5, lines 39-50 and figure 2: the user can enter different data into the fields 
for each task, thus customizing the display of the fields). Accordingly, like recited in 
claim 19, Schanel teaches: providing project data for a project, the project data 
identifying tasks of the project, each task being defined by a plurality of data fields (for 
example, see column 4, lines 4-19; column 13, line 16 - column 14, line 56; and figure 
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2); displaying a graphical representation of the provided project data, wherein a task is 
represented as a graphical element displayed in a first format, the first format of the 
graphical element including a first border surrounding a first set of cells arranged in a 
first layout, the first set of cells being configured to display a first set of data fields of the 
task (for example, see figure 2); receiving from a user a selection of the graphical element 
representing the task (for example, see column 7, lines 7-16); displaying options for 
formatting the selected graphical element (for example, see column 7, lines 7-16; column 
14, lines 1-10; and column 14, line 56 - column 15, line 22); receiving from the user a 
selection of a second format for the selected graphical element, the second format 
including a second border surrounding a second set of cells arranged in a second layout 
different from the first layout, the second set of cells being configured to display a second 
set of data fields of the task different from the first set of data fields (for example, see 
column 7, lines 7-16; column 14, lines 1-10; and column 14, line 56 - column 15, line 
22); and representing the selected graphical element in the selected second format 
whereby the user can customize the display of the data fields of the project data on a task- 
by-task basis (for example, see column 15, lines 39-50 and figure 2). Schanel, however, 
does not explicitly teach customizing the display of the project data on a task-by-task 
basis, such that a first graphical element representing a first task comprises different data 
fields and a different layout of data fields than a second graphical element representing a 
second task, as is recited in claim 19. Nevertheless, customizing the display of graphical 
elements on an individual basis is well-known in the art. 

For example, like the program of Schanel, Microsoft Project is used to generate 
charts of project data, wherein a task is displayed as a graphical element (for example, 
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see pages 50-53; and pages 225-237). Regarding the claimed invention, Microsoft 
Project teaches customizing the display of such graphical elements on a task-by-task 
basis; the selection of which task fields to display with the graphical element and the 
layout of task fields can be different for each task (see e.g. pages 712-713, and in 
particular, the "NOTE" on page 713). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having 
the teachings of Schanel and Microsoft Project before him at the time the invention was 
made, to modify the graphical elements taught by Schanel, which represent tasks, such 
that the user can customize the display of such graphical elements (e.g. the selection of 
data fields and layout of data fields associated with such graphical elements) on a task- 
by-task basis, as is done by Microsoft Project. It would have been advantageous to one 
of ordinary skill to utilize this combination, because customizing the display of particular 
tasks within a chart of project data would allow the user to better distinguish the tasks, as 
is demonstrated by Microsoft Project (see e.g. pages 712-713, and in particular, the 
"NOTE" on page 713). 

Concerning claim 29, Schanel teaches that the above-described method may be 
implemented via a program stored in the memory of a computer (for example, see 
column 5, line 38 - column 6, line 19). Such a computer memory used to implement the 
above-described method of Schanel and Microsoft Project is considered a "computer- 
readable medium" like that recited in claim 29. 

As per claim 20, Schanel discloses that the user may add particular data fields for 
display within a graphical element (see column 14, lines 1-10). Accordingly, if data 



Application/Control Number: 09/703,748 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2173 

fields are added, the above-described second set of cells comprises more cells configured 
to display the second set of data fields than the first set of cells. 

Concerning claim 21, Schanel demonstrates that at least one of the first and 
second sets of cells may include a label, i.e. a field name (for example, see column 15, 
lines 1-9). 

With respect to claims 22 and 30, it is understood that the charts of Schanel may 
be saved, with each graphical element in their current format, so that they may be re- 
displayed at a later time, as is well known in the art (for example, see column 13, lines 
52-62). That is, an associated between the task represented by a selected graphical 
element and a selected second format may be stored so that when the graphical 
representation of the provided project data is re-displayed, the graphical element for the 
task can be displayed in the selected second format. 

As per claims 24-26 and 32-33, Schanel discloses displaying options for 
formatting a selected graphical element, the options being displayed via a dialog box for 
specifying a style of a graphical element (for example, see column 7, lines 7-16), and a 
separate dialog box for specifying how data within a graphical element is to be displayed 
(for example, see column 13, line 63 - column 15, line 22). 

Concerning claims 27 and 34, Schanel discloses that the dialog box for specifying 
how data within a graphical element is to be displayed displays an indication of pre- 
existing templates for display of data (for example, see the dialog box of figure 10). 

As per claim 28, Schanel demonstrates that each task has data variables (for 
example, see figure 2), and discloses that the user may add or remove each of these data 
variables from within graphical elements representing tasks. That is, the above-described 
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selected second format specifies the data variables of the task whose values are to be 
displayed within the selected graphical representation. 

Regarding claims 23, 31, and 35, Schanel teaches a method by which the user 
may generate charts of project data, as is described above. Specifically, as described 
above in the rejection for e.g. claims 19 and 29, Schanel teaches: providing project data 
for a project, the project data identifying tasks of the project, each task being defined by a 
plurality of data fields; displaying a graphical representation of the provided project data, 
wherein a task is represented as a graphical element displayed in a first shape format, the 
first shape format of the graphical element including a first border in a first shape 
surrounding a first set of cells arranged in a first layout, the first set of cells being 
configured to display a first set of data fields of the task; receiving from a user a selection 
of the graphical element representing the task; displaying options for formatting the 
selected graphical element; receiving from the user a selection of a second shape format 
for the selected graphical element, the second shape format including a second border in 
a second shape surrounding a second set of cells arranged in a second layout different 
from the first layout, the second set of cells being configured to display a second set of 
data fields of the task different from the first set of data fields; and representing the 
selected graphical element in the selected second shape format whereby the user can 
customize the display of the data fields of the project data on a task-by-task basis, such 
that the graphical element displayed in the first shape format comprises different data 
fields and a different layout of data fields than the graphical element displayed in the 
second shape format. Whereas Schanel teaches allowing the user to select particular 
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shape formats and data fields to represent tasks, Schanel does not explicitly disclose that 
the user may implement such customizations on a category-by-category basis, i.e. 
Schanel does not explicitly disclose that the user may select a category of tasks, and 
select a particular shape format and data fields, whereby the graphical elements of the 
tasks assigned to the selected category are re-displayed in the particular shape format 
with the particular data fields, as is expressed in claims 23, 31, and 35. 

Nevertheless, as disclosed by Pyron, Microsoft Project is a computer- 
implemented project management tool executed to generate and implement a project 
plan, including a schedule of tasks to be accomplished in a particular sequence (see "Why 
You Should Use Microsoft Project," beginning on page 2). Like the program of Schanel, 
Microsoft Project is used to generate a chart of project data, wherein a task is displayed 
as a graphical element having a particular shape (for example, see pages 50-53; and pages 
225-237). Regarding the claimed invention, Microsoft Project also provides the ability to 
format the shape of such graphical elements representing tasks, and the layout of data 
fields associated therewith, according to the category of the task (see e.g. pages 697-700, 
and pages 709-714). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having 
the teachings of Schanel and Microsoft Project before him at the time the invention was 
made, to modify the tasks of Schanel such that the user may select a category of tasks, 
and a third format for this category of tasks, wherein response, graphical elements of 
tasks assigned to the selected category are re-displayed in the selected third format, as is 
done by Microsoft Project. It would have been advantageous to one of ordinary skill to 
utilize such a combination because formatting a chart of project data according to the 
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categories of tasks would allow the user to better perceive the different categories of 
tasks, and how they relate, as is demonstrated by Microsoft Project. 

As per claim 36, Schanel discloses that the user may add particular data fields for 
display within a graphical element (see column 14, lines 1-10). Accordingly, if data 
fields are added, the above-described second set of cells comprises more cells configured 
to display the second set of data fields than the first set of cells. 

Concerning claim 37, Schanel demonstrates that at least one of the first and 
second sets of cells may include a label, i.e. a field name (for example, see column 15, 
lines 1-9). 

With respect to claim 38, it is understood that the charts of Schanel may be saved, 
with each graphical element in their current format, so that they may be re-displayed at a 
later time, as is well known in the art (for example, see column 13, lines 52-62). That is, 
an associated between the task represented by a selected graphical element and a selected 
second format may be stored so that when the graphical representation of the provided 
project data is re-displayed, the graphical element for the task can be displayed in the 
selected second format. 

As per claims 39-41, Schanel discloses displaying options for formatting a 
selected graphical element, the options being displayed via a dialog box for specifying a 
style of a graphical element (for example, see column 7, lines 7-16), and a separate dialog 
box for specifying how data within a graphical element is to be displayed (for example, 
see column 13, line63 -column 15, line 22). 

As per claim 42, Schanel demonstrates that each task has data variables (for 
example, see figure 2), and discloses that the user may add or remove each of these data 
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variables from within graphical elements representing tasks. That is, the above-described 
selected second format specifies the data variables of the task whose values are to be 
displayed within the selected graphical representation of tasks assigned to the selected 
category. 

With respect to claim 43, Schanel teaches providing a first format (e.g. a first 
border surrounding a first set of cells arranged in a first layout) of a graphical element for 
displaying information of a task (for example, see figure 2); providing a second format 
(e.g. a second border surrounding a second set of cells arranged in a second layout) of a 
graphical element for displaying information of a task (for example, see column 7, lines 
7-16; column 14, lines 1-10; and column 14, line 56 - column 15, line 22); selecting tasks 
of the project whose information is to be displayed (for example, column 13, line 16 - 
column 15, line 50; and figure 2); and for each selected task, displaying a graphical 
element for the task in either the first format or the second format (see e.g. FIG. 2). 
Schanel, however, does not explicitly disclose that a graphical element for a task 
displayed in the first format and a graphical element for a task displayed in the second 
format are displayed simultaneously, as is recited in claim 43. Nevertheless, customizing 
the display of graphical elements on an individual basis is well-known in the art. 

For example, like the program of Schanel, Microsoft Project is used to generate 
charts of project data, wherein a task is displayed as a graphical element (for example, 
see pages 50-53; and pages 225-237). Regarding the claimed invention, Microsoft 
Project teaches customizing the display of such graphical elements on a task-by-task 
basis; the selection of which task fields to display with the graphical element and the 
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layout of task fields can be different for each task, such that a graphical element 
representing a task can be displayed in a first format simultaneously with a graphical 
element representing a different task displayed in a second format (see e.g. pages 712- 
713, and in particular, the "NOTE" on page 713). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having 
the teachings of Schanel and Microsoft Project before him at the time the invention was 
made, to modify the graphical elements taught by Schanel, which represent tasks, such 
that the user can customize the display of such graphical elements (e.g. the selection of 
data fields and layout of data fields associated with such graphical elements) on a task- 
by-task basis, as is done by Microsoft Project. It would have been advantageous to one 
of ordinary skill to utilize this combination, because customizing the display of particular 
tasks within a chart of project data would allow the user to better distinguish the tasks, as 
is demonstrated by Microsoft Project (see e.g. pages 712-713, and in particular, the 
"NOTE" on page 713). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blaine Basom whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4044. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, from 8:30 am 
to 5:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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9/10/2007 
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